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the government which carried it out. Meanwhile Savonaiola
had written letters to various sovereigns pressing them to
assemble a General Council, so that the Pope was more
anxious than ever to have him put out of life with all speed.
It was unfortunate for Savonarola that just at this juncture
Charles VIII, on whom he chiefly relied (though it was re-
liance on a broken reed), was on the 5th April 1498 acci-
dentally killed at the castle of Amboise by striking his head
against the top of a low doorway He was succeeded by his
distant cousin, Louis XII.

On the yth April a% challenge by the rival community of
the Franciscans to an ordeal by fire, to which Savonarola
weakly agreed (and for which elaborate preparations weie
made, though the Signoria never intended it to be carried
out), served the purpose of destroying his popularity with
the people, who were furious when at the last moment the
ordeal was vetoed. Accordingly on the gih April Savonarola
received a summons from the Signoria to surrender himself
into their hands. The friars of San Marco refused to allow
him to be taken from them to what all knew meant torture
and death, and the church and monastery were furiously
attacked by the troops of the Signoria during a whole day,
and bravely defended. In the evening, however, on the
troops forcing their way into the church, Savonarola refused
to allow further bloodshed, and, after taking a sorrowful fare-
well of the brethren, surrendered himself to the troops. He
was taken to the Palazzo della Signoria, imprisoned in the
cell called the Alberghettino, and day after day subjected to
torture, the Pope sending frequent messages to the Signoria
to wring something from him which might serve as a ground
for putting him to death.

Nevertheless, this was a difficult task; one, however, to
which those who wished to stand well with the Pope, turned
all their evil ingenuity; with the result that the "so-called
trial became a mockery of justice. Seldom has there been a
blacker page in the proceedings of any government than thai